
 Promo�ng Excellence Through Cer�fica�on 

 P  RESIDENT  ’  S  MESSAGE 

 Hello ABC Cer�ficants, 

 ABC has achieved ANAB accredita�on under the ISO/IEC 17024:2012 standard 
 with scopes in: Biological Evidence Screening and Forensic DNA.  Scopes will be 
 added as new exams are developed.  I would like to thank all of the current 
 Board and Examina�on Commi�ee members and past Board and Examina�on 
 Commi�ee members who dedicated so much �me and effort to develop 
 procedures and exams.  We are very proud of this accredita�on. 

 Due to our new ANAB accredita�on, we have decided to not renew 
 accredita�on with the Forensic Special�es Accredita�on Board (FSAB).  We 
 have appreciated the opportunity to achieve and maintain accredita�on with 
 FSAB, but plan to transi�on completely over to ANAB as we develop new 
 exams. 

 We are moving along in the processes for finalizing and offering the 
 Founda�onal Knowledge Exam and con�nued development of the Seized Drug 
 Analysis Exam.  Please see the Examina�on Commi�ee Update for more 
 informa�on. 

 We are beginning the process of moving to an electronic tes�ng format.  We 
 have secured a vendor and will be developing procedures and valida�ng the 
 process prior to switching over to the electronic format for examina�on 
 offerings.  More informa�on will be forthcoming as we progress through the 
 valida�on.  We are excited to switch to this format as it will be easier to 
 administer exams and easier for people to sit for the exams as they will not 
 poten�ally have to travel long distances.  We will also be able to score the 
 exams quicker. 

 If you haven’t submi�ed recer�fica�on paperwork, please do so by June 1  st 

 to avoid the penalty fee and suspension.  Rules of Professional Conduct 
 and/or recer�fica�on packets received between March 2 and June 1  st  must 
 be accompanied by the $80 maintenance fee + $25 late fee. 
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 President’s Message Con�nued 

 ABC will be raising the annual maintenance fee to $100 for cer�ficants effec�ve January 1, 2024.  In addi�on, 
 the late fee and penalty fee will be raised to $50 and $175, respec�vely, for cer�ficants and affiliates effec�ve 
 January 1, 2024.  The change in fees comes a�er careful considera�on by the Board of Directors and evalua�on 
 of the organiza�on’s finances.  ABC has not raised fees in three years (2020) and the fee was dropped to $80 
 from $90 for Fellows when proficiency tes�ng submissions were discon�nued in 2021.  Following the evalua�on 
 of other cer�fica�on body fees and considera�on of increased costs to con�nually improve our cer�fica�on 
 organiza�on (i.e. ANAB accredita�on, electronic tes�ng, improved databases) we have decided this increase is 
 appropriate. 

 As always, if you have colleagues who are interested in cer�fica�on and have ques�ons, please don’t hesitate 
 to have them reach out to any Board members.  We would be happy to answer any ques�ons and/or provide 
 any informa�on.  Cer�fica�on enhances our qualifica�ons as forensic scien�sts, much like accredita�on and 
 following quality assurance programs.  Cer�fica�on is a way for us to provide value to our knowledge and skills 
 that we have acquired to successfully perform our du�es as forensic scien�sts. 

 Respec�ully, 

 Danielle N. Hankinson, MS, ABC-MB 
 President 

 C  OMMUNICATIONS  AND 

 M  ARKETING  C  OMMITTEE  U  PDATE 
 R  ECERTIFICATION  U  PDATE 

 As a newer commi�ee with ABC, we’re s�ll 
 figuring out to best serve our cer�ficants and 
 applicants.   I hope you saw the pictures from 
 the ABC Ice Cream Social at AAFS.  I would like 
 to thank our sponsors for that fun evening. 

 I would also like to thank those of you who 
 responded to the Customer Survey and gave 
 us some ideas for the newsle�er.  You should 
 see some of that informa�on in this 
 newsle�er. 

 ABC Cer�ficants, 

 We con�nue to evaluate and improve the recer�fica�on 
 process on a yearly basis. 

 Please u�lize the Point Structure document when filling out 
 your recer�fica�on packets.  This document provides useful 
 informa�on regarding acceptable documenta�on. 
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 Communica�ons  Update Con�nued 

 Moving forward we will start to include some 
 of the other ideas.  You may see an email 
 reques�ng current and re�red ABC 
 Cer�ficants to tell us why it was important for 
 you to become cer�fied.  We may also start a 
 “Weird and wild tales from the forensic lab” 
 sec�on for the newsle�er.  For this, no 
 specific case informa�on could be shared. 
 However, we all have tales that seem 
 unbelievable.  You may find that something is 
 more common than you think. 

 As always, if you have any ideas or 
 sugges�ons for the commi�ee, please feel 
 free to send them to us at 
 communica�ons@criminialis�cs.com  . 

 h�ps://encrypted-tbn0.gsta�c.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRv3yAeFtQZywDg2 
 hl1-3XRP0yXSFuMecuHPUbzIYpj9B2BBGU&s 

 Recer�fica�on Update Con�nued 

 The commi�ee will con�nue to perform abbreviated reviews 
 this cycle, meaning that if you are claiming over the number of 
 points needed to meet your recer�fica�on requirements, the 
 commi�ee may not review all of your sec�ons. 

 Cer�ficants should receive an email a�er submission of their 
 packets that includes all of the a�ached documenta�on they 
 provided.  We encourage all cer�ficants to check this email and 
 documenta�on for accuracy. 

 In addi�on, we are implemen�ng a new process which will 
 allow the commi�ee to reach out to you for missing and/or 
 insufficient documenta�on.  This will give cer�ficants a strict 
 two week period to submit missing/insufficient documenta�on 
 to avoid a loss of points.  We are hopeful that this process 
 benefits the cer�ficant by not taking away points for mistakes 
 made during acquisi�on and upload of documenta�on. 

 Our new Recer�fica�on Liaison to the ABC Board of Directors is 
 currently transi�oning into her role.  Please welcome Alice 
 Hilker as your new liaison.  She will be transi�oning into this 
 role throughout 2023. 

 Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any ques�ons 
 regarding recer�fica�on. 

 Respec�ully, 

 Danielle N. Hankinson, MS, ABC-MB and Alice Hilker, MFS, 
 ABC-GKE, ABC-MB 

 Recer�fica�on Liaison -  recer�fica�on@criminalis�cs.com 
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 E  XAMINATION  C  OMMITTEE  U  PDATE 

 Spring 2023 Update from the Examina�on Commi�ee – Audra Curry Yovanovich, Chair 

 Happy spring everyone! Warmer weather is finally here in the Midwest and I’m thrilled to see blooming 
 flowers and sunshine! We have finally completed exam development for the Founda�onal Knowledge 
 Examina�on (FKE)! Since the last newsle�er, our ABC volunteers have reviewed the sta�s�cal analysis of the 
 field test responses and chose the ques�ons that will become the final version of the exam. The final version 
 of the examina�on was sent to the psychometrician for further sta�s�cal analysis. On March 21st,  we 
 convened a Cut Score Panel of seven subject ma�er experts and they made a recommenda�on for a passing 
 score (also known as a cut score). The last step was to conduct more psychometric analysis on the 
 recommenda�on from the SMEs and a final cut score was determined. I want to thank all of our field test 
 takers for their pa�ence as we worked our way through this process. This  �me put into the crea�on of the 
 new exams ensures that we are wri�ng top notch exams that adhere to ISO  17024 standards. I also want to 
 thank all the EC members who dedicated so much �me to crea�ng this exam. A special thank you goes to 
 Amy Duhaime, the FKE Exam Coordinator, for her �reless efforts! 

 A  CCREDITATION  M  ANAGER  U  PDATE 

 I am proud to announce that effec�ve January 20, 2023, the American Board of Criminalis�cs is officially 
 accredited to ISO/IEC 17024:2012 General Requirements for Bodies Opera�ng Cer�fica�on of Persons in the 
 areas of Biological Evidence Screening and Forensic DNA.  This was a decade-long project and our success 
 would not be possible without the dedica�on of our Registrar’s Office and our current and past Directors, 
 Execu�ve Board, Quality Assurance Commi�ee, and other volunteers.  This is a significant accomplishment 
 for such a small organiza�on.  So what comes next? 

 We maintain our same assessment team throughout the accredita�on cycle.  Every year I will submit an 
 annual surveillance report and all of our documents.  Our assessment team will conduct a complete 
 document review.  Addi�onally, in Years 1 and 3, one of our assessors will conduct an onsite visit.  So as 
 much as I would like to kick back and relax un�l Year 5, as we all know, accredita�on is an ongoing process. 
 Addi�onally, as we add new examina�ons to our menu of services, we will be applying for scope extensions, 
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 Accredita�on Manager Update Con�nued 

 which will necessitate more assessments.  My expecta�on is that we will be applying for a scope extension 
 for our Founda�onal Knowledge Examina�on along with our first annual surveillance report. 

 One other important note.  We will maintain our accredita�on under the Forensic Special�es Accredita�on 
 Board un�l our current accredita�on expires (February 29, 2024).  We will not be applying for 
 reaccredita�on. 

 Sincerely, 

 Gretchen Lajoie 

 Accredita�on Manager 

 C  ERTIFICATION  S  TATISTICS 
 Cer�fica�on is a voluntary process of peer review by which a prac��oner is recognized as having a�ained 
 the professional qualifica�ons necessary to prac�ce in one or more disciplines of criminalis�cs. 

 ABC is comprised of 1199 cer�ficants in the following disciplines: 

 Biochemistry (BC) - 1                                            Fire Debris (FD) - 39 
 Biological Evidence Screening (BIO) - 91           General Criminalis�cs (GKE) - 174 
 Comprehensive Criminalis�cs(CC) - 133           Hair and Fiber (HF) - 16 
 Drug Analysis (DA) - 312                                      Molecular Biology (MB) - 375 
 Drug Analysis (DAT) - 20                                       Molecular Biology (MBT) - 23 
 Forensic DNA (DNA) -96                                       Paint and Polymer (PP) - 13 

 There are 11 Affiliates and 79 Emeritus members. The American Board of Criminalis�cs no longer offers 
 Affiliate status.   If you are currently an Affiliate, you will be given the remainder of your five years to obtain 
 the required two years of experience and apply for full cer�fica�on. What is an Emeritus Member?  Please 
 see the below for how to become an Emeritus member when you’re done serving the community as an 
 ac�ve forensic prac��oner. 

 Spring 2023 Newsletter 



 Conversion to Emeritus 

 You can apply for Emeritus status if you meet the following condi�ons: 

 ●  You must be leaving the field of forensics. 
 ●  You must be in good standing at the �me of the request for conversion. 
 ●  You must have maintained cer�fica�on for a minimum of 10 years. 

 Emeritus is not a cer�fica�on status, which is why you must be leaving the field to apply for Emeritus. Once 
 granted Emeritus status, you will no longer be cer�fied, although your status of leaving forensics in good 
 standing with the ABC will be iden�fied on the ABC website. 

 Why I wanted to become cer�fied: 

 I wanted to become cer�fied in Forensic DNA and Biological Evidence Screening because being cer�fied by 
 the ABC is a testament that my training, ethics, and exper�se are of high quality to pass a difficult exam and 
 to maintain cer�fica�on. Cer�fica�on allows all prac��oners regardless of jurisdic�on and training to be 
 challenged and measured by the same set of standardized test requirements. I also believe it provides the 
 public with the assurance that the prac��oner’s knowledge and qualifica�ons have been tested by an 
 organiza�on outside of their employer. 

 -  Lauren Thonesen 

 We would like to spotlight our emeritus members and all of our cer�ficants.  If you would like to tell your 
 ABC story and why cer�fica�on was important to you, please email us at the following email: 
 communica�ons@criminialis�cs.com. 
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 A  PPEALS  C  OMMITTEE  U  PDATE 

 Effec�ve January 1, 2022, all appeals were successfully filed electronically. In 2022 the Appeals Commi�ee of the ABC 
 Board of Directors received 12 appeals spanning a variety of concerns. The goal of the commi�ee is to carefully review 
 each cer�ficant’s appeal and make a determina�on as to whether the appeal shall be granted based on the 
 informa�on provided and by applying the established policies and procedures of the American Board of Criminalis�cs. 

 The Appeals Commi�ee reviews all associated appellate documenta�on. Most commonly, appeals are associated with 
 recer�fica�on documenta�on and the request for points that may have been denied. When appeals situa�ons are 
 more ambiguous, the Quality Assurance Commi�ee (QAC) is no�fied for process improvements. 

 The Recer�fica�on Commi�ee will begin reviewing the 2022 packets later this spring with recer�fica�on points 
 expected to be available over the summer. If for any reason, you believe the points awarded are not reflec�ve of the 
 points earned, please file your appeal in a �mely fashion so the appeals commi�ee can evaluate all appeals efficiently. 

 The Appeals Commi�ee will con�nue to evaluate any new appeals in a judicious manner and note any significant 
 issues that may be remedied by new recommenda�ons to the Board. With each passing year, the number of appeals 
 con�nues to decrease; the Board, the QAC, and Recer�fica�on Commi�ee con�nue to make great strides in 
 modernizing and simplifying the ABC recer�fica�on process. 

 Please see the  website  for further instruc�ons on  filing an appeal and do not hesitate to reach out if you have any 
 ques�ons. 

 Erin Tracy – Chair 

 h�ps://encrypted-tbn0.gsta�c.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS2Jk1pGhReJzyvvMAkF4_FDTsz7U_4LaKibiAZrEFHkzL-UrYi&s 
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 M  ESSAGE  FROM  THE  ABC R  EGISTRAR 
 Our office would like to take this opportunity to remind and/or inform everyone about 
 several important topics. 

 ●  Update contact informa�on on the Members Only side of ABC website when necessary. Current 
 email address assists our office to get important informa�on out to you. 

 ●  ABC Registrar’s Office has a limited prin�ng budget. If a document cannot or should not be submi�ed 
 electronically via ABC website, please mail it to our PO Box. 

 ●  To avoid suspension of your cer�fica�on or Affiliate status, minimally submit Rules of Professional 
 Conduct and applicable fees by June 1, 2023. 

 ●  To avoid revoca�on of your cer�fica�on or Affiliate status, submit Rules of Professional Conduct and 
 applicable fees by September 1, 2023. 

 ●  Year 2022 Recer�fica�on packets will be distributed to Recer�fica�on Commi�ee members in 
 mid-May for review of points. ABC Registrar hopes to start entering approved recer�fica�on points 
 on the Members Only side of ABC website by late July/early August. 

 ●  Please do not staple any documents. Our office must scan many documents and staples will interfere 
 with the opera�on of the scanner. 

 ●  No�fy our office when you want to resign your cer�fica�on. If you are re�ring from the forensic field, 
 you might be eligible for Emeritus status. Visit ABC website for informa�on regarding this status. 

 ●  Cer�fica�on exam applica�on deadline is 75 days prior to exam date. This means our office must 
 receive your applica�on by the applica�on deadline. 

 ●  If your agency is interested in hos�ng a cer�fica�on exam offering, contact our office. If there are less 
 than 7 exam candidates, there may be addi�onal expenses. 

 Although this office works for ABC, we are here to help You as best we can. Stay healthy and be safe. 

 Mike and Debbie Healy 
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 Missing In Ac�on 
 (as of March 24, 2023) 

 The ABC has lost contact with the following individuals: 

 Chasteen, Carl  Mikulasovich, Rebecca 
 Chen, Emily  Mouw, Andrea 
 Edwards, Lisa  Sheldon, Janet 
 Hetzel, Susan  Sincerbeaux, David 
 Hill, Priscilla  Suggs, Samuel 
 Kinnane, Jean  Wise, Chris 
 Methner, Deanna 

 IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR ALL CERTIFICANTS: 
 Please contact the ABC Registrar if you need to resign your cer�fica�on. 

 Please review the informa�on on the ABC website 
 regarding Emeritus status; you might qualify. 

 ABC Registrar 
 abcregistrar@criminalis�cs.com 

 P. O. Box 1358 
 Palme�o, FL 34220 

 i 

 h�ps://thumbs.dreams�me.com/b/words-looking-you-yellow-background-job-board-human-resource-management-recruitment-hiring-concept-183786418.jpg 
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 ABC - A  BOUT  U  S 

 Officers of the Board of Directors 

 President  Vice President 
 Danielle Hankinson  Shawn West 

 Secretary  Treasurer 
 Jennifer Remy  Angelica Noyola 

 Directors for Member Organiza�ons (9) 

 AAFS Criminalis�cs Sec�on  ASCLD 
 Shawn West (Vice President)  Jason Linder 

 ASTM-E30  CAC 
 Jennifer Remy (Secretary)  Alice Hilker 

 MAFS  MAAFS 
 Danielle Hankinson (President)  Catherine Savage 

 NEAFS  SAFS 
 Peter Diaczuk  Erin Tracy 

 SWAFS 
 Angelica Noyola (Treasurer) 
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 At-Large Directors (3) 

 Dave Koppenhaver - Supported by MAFS  Rebecca Williams - Supported by MAFS 
 Term Expires - Feb. 2024  Term Expires - Feb. 2025 

 Stacy Guess 
 Term Expires - Feb. 2026 

 Public Member -  Vacant 

 Individuals Assis�ng the ABC 

 Jenna Crawford  Amy Brodeur 
 Recer�fica�on Commi�ee Co-Chair  Recer�fica�on  Commi�ee Co-Chair 

 Sara Roper 
 Webmaster of the ABC Website 

 Julie Sikorsky 
 Creden�als Commi�ee Chair 

 Task Group - Leads 

 Recer�fica�on Task Group - Chair Gretchen Lajoie 
 FSAT Task Group - Chair Alice Hilker 
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 Commi�ees 

 Examina�on Commi�ee 
 Audra Yovanovich (Chair)                                  Tanna Brown (Vice-Chair) 
 Chance Cline                                                       Amy Duhaime 
 Esmeraldo Gorecho III                                       Tammy Jergovich 
 Stephanie Lambert  Ruth Damaso Neely 
 Michelle Madrid                                                 Amy Reynolds 

 Quality Assurance Commi�ee -  Chair Stacy Guess 
 Creden�als Commi�ee -  Liaison  Catherine Savage 
 Recer�fica�on Commi�ee -  Liaison Alice Hilker 
 Appeals Commi�ee -  Chair Erin Tracy 
 Exam Commi�ee  - Liaison David Koppenhaver 
 Ed Rhodes Scholarship -  Coordinator Catherine Savage 
 Ethics Commi�ee -  Chair Stacy Guess 
 Communica�ons and Marke�ng Commi�ee -  Chair Catherine  Savage 

 Contractors 
 Registrar - Mike Healy (Cer�ficate Preparer) 
 Accredita�on Manager - Gretchen Lajoie 
 Ques�on Database Master - David Stockwell 
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